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NI Population
2021

Population Density - 
Residents per Hectare
2021

1,903,175

+5.1%
from 2011

+12.9%
from 2001

+23.9%
from 1971
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Population Change by Council Area
2001 - 2021

0

10,000

20,000

30,000

40,000

50,000

Po
pu

la
tio

n 
ch

an
ge

Mid UlsterArmagh City,
B’bridge &

C’avon

Lisburn &
C’reagh

Newry,
Mourne
& Down

Antrim &
N’abbey

Fermanagh
& Omagh

Ards &
N. Down

Mid & East
Antrim

C’way Coast
& Glens

Derry City
& Strabane

Belfast

43,229

31,293 29,193
24,804

17,300 16,801 14,438 11,893 11,333 10,182 7,442

Population Highlights by Council Area
2021

Belfast
Highest population of any 
council 345,400 residents

Fermanagh & Omagh
Lowest population of 
any council, 116,800 
residents Ards & North Down

Highest % of 
population over the 
age of 65, 22.1%

Antrim & Newtownabbey
Younger residents have decreased 
and older residents have increased

Mid-Ulster
Highest % of people under the age 
of 15, 21.7% and the only council 
area with more men than women

Lisburn & Castlereagh
Greatest % change in 
population from 2011, up 10.6%

Causeway Coast & Glens
Highest  % of the population 
without a passport at 20.1%Derry City & Strabane

Council with the lowest % of 
people who do not have English 
as their main language

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon
Largest actual population increase of 
any council since 2001.

Mid & East Antrim
From 2011 they have seen the largest increase in the 
group identifying as “other Christian”.

Newry, Mourne & Down
The 2nd largest increase in 
households with 5 people.



Age Bands as a % of Population
1971 - 2021

Gender
2021

Household Size as a % of all Households
2011 - 2021
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Females and Males by Age Band
2001 - 2021
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Birth Country
1971 - 2021

Religion
1971 - 2021
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Passports Held by Residents -
UK & Ireland only
2011 - 2021

Passports Held by Residents
2021

United
Kingdom
1,000,208

Ireland
614,250

Other EU
72,949

Other/None
333,575

Passports Held by Residents
(excl. UK/Ireland/EU)
2011 - 2021
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Main Language Spoken (excl. English)
2021
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